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Managing Editor 
Christian Chronicle 
Box 1739 
Abilene, Texas 
Dear Editor: 
March 28, 1961 
I was interested in a letter from Mrs . Ardis Snow in °Letters 
to the Editor, " March 24 , 1961. She offered the common opinion 
concerning large versus small congregations. It appears that 
most people have never stopped to count the cost in this situation. 
(Luke 14:2a ) 
Our tow:i of 12.000 contains six congregations of the Lord's 
feople with five full - time preachers. We have approzimat.ely 
~500,000 invested in buildings and receive a pproximately $3 ,000 
in weekl y contributions . Yet, these six congregations can point 
to only one fully supported preacher in a mission field. All 
this ve\ilenue is wasted i.n extra salaries, utility bills, and 
general upke p on th.eee six buildings. 
Any businessman can quickly see what has happened here. 
But that this situation exists all over the country is the 
lamentable fact. Brethren, let us use the mental faculties 
God has so graciously given us! Extenison resulting in 
multit udinous and small congregations that can barely pay 
their bill s will never result in the full extension of God's 
Kingdom to a l l the world . 
Fraternally, 
J ohn Allen Chalk 
JAC:sw 
